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PART 117—LIFESAVING EQUIPMENT
AND ARRANGEMENTS

Subpart A—General Provisions

Sec.
117.10 Applicability to vessels on an inter-

national voyage.
117.15 Applicability to existing vessels.
117.25 Additional requirements.
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Radiobeacons (EPIRB).

117.68 Distress flares and smoke signals.

Subpart C—Ring Life Buoys and Life
Jackets

117.70 Ring life buoys.
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117.72 Personal flotation devices carried in

addition to life jackets.
117.75 Life jacket lights.
117.78 Stowage of life jackets.

Subpart D—Survival Craft Arrangements
and Equipment
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apparatus.
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ments.
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Subpart E—Number and Type of Survival
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117.200 Survival craft—general.
117.202 Survival craft—vessels operating on

oceans routes.
117.204 Survival craft—vessels operating on

coastwise routes.
117.205 Survival craft—vessels operating on

limited coastwise routes.
117.206 Survival craft—vessels operating on

Great Lakes routes.
117.207 Survival craft—vessels operating on

lakes, bays, and sounds routes.
117.208 Survival craft—vessels operating on

rivers routes.
117.210 Rescue boats.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 117.10 Applicability to vessels on an
international voyage.

A vessel on an international voyage
subject to the International Conven-
tion for Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as
amended, (SOLAS) must meet the re-
quirements in subchapter W of this
chapter for passenger vessels in the
same service, instead of the require-
ments of this part.

[CGD 85–080, 62 FR 51350, Sept. 30, 1997]

§ 117.15 Applicability to existing ves-
sels.

An existing vessel must comply with
the requirements of this part except as
otherwise specified by this section.

(a) Before March 11, 2001, or 10 years
after the vessel’s keel was laid or the
vessel was at a similar stage of con-
struction, whichever is later, an exist-
ing vessel may comply with the re-
quirements in effect for the vessel
prior to March 11, 1996, for the number
and type of survival craft, stowage ar-
rangements, and launching appliances
for survival craft.

(b) On or before March 11, 2001, or 10
years after the vessel’s keel was laid or
the vessel was at a similar stage of
construction, whichever is later, an ex-
isting vessel must:

(1) Be equipped with the number of
survival craft required for its route
under §§ 117.202, 117.204, 117.205, 117.206,
117.207, or 117.208 of this part, as appli-
cable; and

(2) Comply with the stowage and
launching appliance requirements for
survival craft in §§ 117.130 through
117.150 of this part, inclusive.

(c) Each inflatable liferaft, inflatable
buoyant apparatus, life float, and
buoyant apparatus on the vessel on
March 11, 1996, may be used to meet the
requirements of this part as long as the
survival craft is in good and service-
able condition.

(d) New installations of lifesaving
equipment on an existing vessel, which
are completed to the satisfaction of the
cognizant Officer in Charge, Marine In-
spection, (OCMI) on or after March 11,
1996, must comply with the regulations
in this part. Replacement of existing
lifesaving equipment installed before
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